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October 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As we come to end of our first half term, I would I want to thank 
everyone for making me feel so welcome.  
So much has happened already, including a wide range of trips, visi-
tors and fundraising. 
Blanche Nevile is like a family, and I have really felt that in my first 
few weeks here. 
I am extremely proud to be the Interim Headteacher and recognise 
it’s a great privilege to lead this school.  
I am passionate about this being a really happy successful school and 
have high expectations regarding every aspect of school life for both 
staff and students, firmly believing that anything is possible.   
I believe that all our students can achieve anything. 
I believe that every single pupil is entitled to a great education. 
I am also passionate about ensuring students build the valuable skills 
that they will need in life through a strong personal development and 
enrichment programme. 
Positive relationships are at the heart of everything we do and build-
ing them with staff, students and parents/carers is essential in main-
taining that close connection that binds community spirit.  
I look forward to welcoming you to our school and look forward to 
meeting all of you. 

Best Regards 

Martyn Rawlinson 
Interim Headteacher 

Simon’s Class 
We had a lovely term filled with several Deaf visitors, Peter 
Brown, Mark Berry, Lucindha Lawson and James Dixon, serv-
ing as role models to our pupils and continuing to inspire 
them. We bode farewell to HRH Queen Elizabeth II and wel-
comed HRH King Charles III. We also had our special topic as-
sembly with our mainstream class, where we learnt and acted 
out the myth of Daedalus and Icarus, and we also taught our 
mainstream class to sign the ending song in sublime British 
Sign Language. We ended our term with several new myths 
designed on their potteries as we continued to expand Ancient 
Greek’s vast collection of mythologies with our myth crea-
tions! 

Mae’s Class 
 
In Early Years, it has been a busy but lovely and welcoming 
start to the year. We have enjoyed reading lots of new books 
linked to 'All About Me' such as 'Owl Babies' and 'Room on the 
Broom'. We celebrated International Week of the Deaf where 
two Deaf role models came in to speak about their experienc-
es; we saw Lucindha in the afternoon who came to speak 
about her experience being in Deaf GB Women's Football and 
taught us how to kick a ball, including practicing getting it into 
a goal which they enjoyed! We have been practicing our 
writing using different forms such as whiteboards and pens, 
paint and our fingers in the sand. The children have been do-
ing a fantastic job of writing, and have been practicing on 
their own too! We did a lot of cooking this term, making gin-
gerbread men, numicon biscuits to practice our numbers and 
decorating with 
icing to create 
an owl's face. 
Cooking is defi-
nitely a subject 
they all look 
forward to eve-
ry Tuesday 
afternoon!  
 

Rose’s Class 
Year 1 have had a busy start to the year and have impressed 
us all. There have been a lot of changes: first we said a fond 
goodbye to a member of our class, then we were excited 
to welcome a new one! We also moved into our new class-
room upstairs and the children have done really well settling 
in. We have been exploring our topic "Five Senses". Our fa-
vourite activities were the blindfold tests and making sensory 
bottles. We have also cooked soup and made crumble, and 
explored touch, smell and taste as we cooked. As part of In-
ternational Week of the Deaf, we met lots of visitors and 
learned about the history of Deaf Education. We have also 
been enjoying lots of sto-
ries together, including 
"We're Going on a Bear 
Hunt", which is now act-
ed out with enthusi-
asm at break and 
lunchtimes! Well done 
Year 1. 
 



Sarah’s Class        

It has been a great start to the new school year and Year 6 
have jumped straight in at the deep end! We've been working 
hard in all areas and of course celebrated International week 
of the Deaf. We welcomed lots of visitors and even got to wear 
some of James Dixon's prized possessions that he very kindly 
brought in for us to see from the Deaf Olympics this sum-
mer.     
We have been learning about mountains this half term 
and we've linked it to being healthy which is also a focus in our 
science lessons. As part of our geography lessons we have 
been looking at what mountain climbers do to prepare for 
climbs and what specialist equipment they use. This ties in 
perfectly to our trip this half term, we are visiting Go Ape in 
Alexandra Palace for our own climbing experience. Look out on 
social media for those photos...  

Harvest Assembly Years 1-3 
9.30am  

Tuesday 18th October  

Harvest Assembly Years 4-6 
9.30am  

Wednesday 19th October  

Harvest Assembly Nursery and 
Reception 9.30am  

Thursday 20th October 

Last Day of Autumn 1  Friday 21st October  

HALF TERM Monday—Friday  
24th—28th October  

Inset Day 3– Staff only 
First Day of Autumn 2–  
Pupils return 

Monday 31st October 
Tuesday 1st November  

Halloween  Monday 31st October 

Fire Works Night  Saturday 5th November  

Last day of Autumn 2  Friday 16th December  

Dear Parents & Carers, 

It has been lovely to welcome back all of the children to a new school 

year at Blanche Nevile school. The children adapted so well to our 

temporary move as part of the ongoing building works around the 

school but we are now settled back into our classrooms.  

Thank you to all of those parents who were able to join us for our 

parent/ teacher consultations last week. I’m sure you all appreciate 

the hard work of our school team and enjoyed listening to the updates 

from your child’s class teacher. We are very proud of all of your won-

derful children!  

BSL lessons for families are continuing to happening via Zoom so 

please do sign up if you haven’t already. We also look forward to see-

ing many of you at our upcoming Harvest assemblies.  

As always, thank you very much for your continued support and I 

hope you and your families have a lovely break over half term. Best 

wishes,  

Kathryn  

Interim Head of School 

Important Dates 

Conor’s Class 
Year 5 have had a wonderful half-term learning about what life 
was like for children and adults alike in the Victorian era. We 
started by looking at ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens and had 
an opportunity to act out what it would have been like to be in 
Oliver Twist’s shoes in the dreary workhouse and bustling Lon-
don. In Maths, we have been learning about the importance of 
place value to help us understand the real value of a number 
up to 4 digits. In Science, we have been looking at the life cycle 
of a human being. We investigated the development of babies 
and compared the gestation period of humans and other ani-
mals.  
We were also extremely fortunate to have different Deaf role 

models coming in to the school to give talks and workshops as 

part of International Week of the Deaf. We learnt more about 

football, cricket and Deaf camps. We look forward to ending 

the first autumn term on a high, have a well-deserved break 

and begin the second autumn term with lots of Christmas spar-

kle!  

 

Mondays 10am-12pm 
On zoom 

BSL Level 1 

Tuesdays 10am-12pm 
On zoom 

BSL Level 2 

Thursdays 10am-11am 
On zoom 

BSL for beginners 

BSL Sessions (enquiries to primary@blanchenevile.org.uk) 


