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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 
I am delighted to be able to share with you the outcome of our recent Ofsted 
inspection in February 2023.  
 
The inspection was two days of intensive scrutiny that covered all aspects of 
our school safeguarding practices, our policies, professional standards,  
curriculum, educational offer and our leadership.  
 

Blanche Nevile School continues to be a good school. 
 

‘From the early years, pupils learn that they can achieve highly and that 
their deafness is something to be proud of and celebrated.’ 
 

‘All staff have an unrelenting focus on doing what is right for pupils.’ 
 

‘Leaders, including governors, are providing pupils with a high quality  
education.’ 
 

‘Pupils enjoy coming to this special school.‘ 
 

‘They feel safe and they are happy.’ 
 
Our report has now been published on the OFSTED website.  If you want to 
read it online, here is the link:  
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/25/102175    
It is also available on our website, here is the link:  
https://blanchenevile.org.uk/about-us/ofsted/  
 
We are all so pleased that Ofsted recognised our high quality provision as 
continuing to be a good school for Deaf children. 
 

The governing body, senior leadership and staff are absolutely delighted at 
the outcome of this inspection.  We are all thankful that you have also played 
a huge role in Blanche Nevile continuing to be a GOOD school. 
 

Your efforts, sacrifice and support have played a large part in the school’s 
ability to function at a high level throughout all the challenges over the last 
few years.   You are all part of the team that make our school what it is and 
with your help we continue to be a GOOD school.  
 
I am so proud of our young people and feel truly blessed to work 
with them each day. 
 

Best wishes,  
Martyn Rawlinson, Headteacher 

Mrs Christian writes: 
 
GCSE Graphic Design 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 11 GCSE Graphic Design students are working very hard 
preparing for their final exam.  They are busy completing their 
folders of design ideas and final solutions to answer the exam 
question titles they each chose in January.  
 

Students are working on designs for posters, book covers and 
airport arrivals terminals! 
 

They have been busy researching, analysing, experimenting and 
designing; they have even been working hard in school during 
the holidays!  
 

You will be able to see the results of all their hard work in June 
when Blanche Nevile School holds their annual Year 11 Art and 
Design Exhibition. 
 

Well done everyone for all your hard work and good luck for 

your final exam days after the Easter holidays.   

Make yourselves proud! 

Mr Gathani writes: 

ITC- Group A Class 
Spex Classic is a simple 3D design software for children.  It is great 
for computer modelling, graphical modelling and for introducing 
spreadsheet modelling.   
 

Lucia below designed her rooms in a 2D Plan View and then saw 
them in the 3D View, used a budget, and displayed the objects in 
the design on a simple spreadsheet. 
 

She progressed from designing homes to designing lots more  
places; designing a Street, a Garden, a Classroom, and a Swimming 
Pool.   

 
 
 

Mrs Antoniewicz writes: 

Maths Department 

This half term students in years 9 and 11 completed their Entry 
Level certificate qualifications.  All of them revised really hard and 
they did very well.  I’m sure they will gain a pass from the  
examiners.  Well done to all of year 11 and Ruzelle in year 9! 

Next term Hussain and Samir in year 11 will be taking their Entry 3 
Functional Skills Maths exam.  Good luck and please revise over 
Easter! 

As usual, please keep encouraging your child to say/sign their 
times tables and keep practicing their skills in Number on our  
fantastic IXL website on https:\\www.ixl.com 

Ms Worthington writes:  

PSD 
Students are learning that everyone has mental 
health.  We have been learning what mental 
health means, how to find ways to relax and 
activities that may help or hurt our mental 
health.   

Years 10 & 11 have been learning about  
different mental health problems such as  
anxiety and depression. We also discussed how 
to seek support.  

Emergency Services 

On Monday 20th March, we had 
a visit from PC Gabriella Roseje 
and PC Mark Pywell to explain 
the role of the police force in 
our society and why students 
may need to contact emergency  
services.    

We look forward to them  
returning in Summer term to explore more topics.  

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/25/102175
https://blanchenevile.org.uk/about-us/ofsted/


Staff INSET day 
students not in school 

Monday 17th April 2023 

Summer Term 1 starts  Tuesday 18th April 2023 

Summer Term 1 ends  Friday 26th May 2023 

  

  

Ms Daly writes: 
 
Textiles  
 

Frank Barnes visit Thursday 2nd February 
The Year 5 pupils and parents/carers came for 
a visit to our school.  While the parents and  carers had  
opportunities to speak to the Speech & Language team and look 
around the school, the Year 5 pupils had the chance to make and 
take home a tote bag.  This was a good introduction into textiles 
in their secondary school curriculum. 
 

Hampstead School of Art 
On Thursday 9th February a group of Key Stage 
3 students had a chance to work with Tedi Lena 
a former student of Blanche Nevile School. They were able to 
see his exhibition, meet other artists and the Head of the 
School.  They worked in pastels and learnt a lot of techniques, 
also gaining advice about improving their skills.  Well done to all 
of the students and JCE was praised by the Head of the School. 
 

NHS research project 
On Wednesday 8th February Emma Lay 
came all the way from Manchester to 
interview some Year 10 and 11 students about their 
views of access to the NHS, jobs within the NHS and barriers to  
employment. They all contributed to the discussion and also 
helped Emma understand the needs of young Deaf people. The 
students showed excellent listening and speaking skills needed 
for their English exams.  Well done all of you as you were great 
role models for our School! 
 

Silk project 
Year 10 GCSE Textiles group are learning how to do 
silk painting.  The School has won funding from The  
Ashley Family Foundation. This foundation was  
established after the famous textile designer Laura Ashley.  Silk 
painting is an expensive activity so we are very grateful of this 
funding.  The GCSE students have exceeding themselves with 
their creativity and skills needed.  Well done all of 
you! 
 

Turkish and Syrian Earthquake Appeal 
The staff and students at secondary  
department have raised £200!!  What a fantastic achievement 

Ms Willis writes: 

English 
 

Year 7.8.9 - this half term students have been 
watching an adapted version of Romeo and 
Juliet called West Side Story.  This has given 
them opportunities to explore themes; love, 
hate and war.  Students will finish this study 
with a Story Telling Unit Award. 
 
 

Year 8b - this half term  
students have continued 
learning Poetry from  
Different Cultures and the 
theme has been segregation and war.  They have learnt about 
Aboriginal segregation and how South Americans were treated 
after moving to New York in the 1950s.  Students have listened 
to songs around these themes and analysed poetic features 
such as repetition, rhyme and verse.  They will finish the term 
creating a song of their own using poetic devices learnt in class.  
 
 

Year 10 - this half term students have  
continued to learn about opinions and 
debates.  They have also practised skills  
necessary for sitting Functional Skills exams. 
Keep up the good work Year 10! 
 
 

Year 11a - this half term students have  
continued to explore the theme ‘Preparing for 
College’.  They have been given the  
opportunity to watch their mock interviews 
with each other and this has helped them  
identify the good skills they have used and skills they will need 
to improve.  Students will end the term with the Unit Award 
‘Preparing for College’ Interview.  
 
 

Year 11b - this half term students have  
continued learning how to write for different 
purposes.  They have also sat mock Functional 
Skills exams for reading, writing, listening and 
speaking.  Students will end the term with a 
Unit Award ‘Writing for Different Purposes’.  

The Friends of Blanche Nevile (registered charity 1173197) 
fundraises to provide facilities, experiences, and equipment for 
our children.  If you would like to fundraise for us, or have any 

questions about what we do please get in touch at  
friendsofblanchenevile@gmail.com  

 
 

Our current fundraising initiative is the London Landmarks Half  
Marathon – we have four amazing staff members running for us, all 

hoping to raise over £500 each.  In October we have three places in the 
Royal Parks Half Marathon. Two staff members are running for us but 
we have one space left.  Please get in touch if you fancy the challenge!  

Important Dates  

Reminder   

 

Please send your child into school with spare hearing aid batteries.   

Ms Donovan writes: 

 
Science 
 

For British Science Week we made glider planes.  
 

We learnt about the forces that keep planes in the air and what 
makes them fly quicker.  
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