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OCTOBER HALF TERM 2023 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 

It has been lovely to return from maternity leave and be back 
as Headteacher of Blanche Nevile School!  I am very thankful to 
Martyn Rawlinson for the work he did last year as Interim Head 
and congratulate all of the team on last year’s successful  
Ofsted inspection.  
 

We have also welcomed our new ICT teacher, Ms Davidson, to 
Blanche Nevile and she is enjoying getting to know the  
students and developing her BSL.  
 

It has been a very busy first half term - the change to our 
school day has given us time in the afternoon for clubs,  
activities and reading and the students have really embraced 
these opportunities.  
 

As always, there have been many trips and visits out as well as 
the themed ‘STEAM’ (science, technology, engineering, art and 
math) day which you can read about below! 
 

I will hopefully see many of you at our forthcoming Parent and 
Carer Evening on Tuesday 28th November, but you are always 
welcome to pop in and see me or call me with any queries 
about the school.  

 
Best wishes,  
Helen Taylor, Headteacher 

REMARK PLAYSCHEME (flyers attached) 
https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/5852e6d8ebbd1a0763ef922e/
t/651d426dd9a5d60ada4abb53/1696416368377/Halloween-
North-Playscheme_September_2023_FINAL.png 
 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/5852e6d8ebbd1a0763ef922e/
t/651bd26e87ee6d40c9579db5/1696322159641/
Halloween+South+Playscheme_September_2023_v2.jpg 

Ms Worthington writes:  

PSD 

Year 7’s have been exploring their transition to Blanche Nevile 

school and what are some differences and similarities between 

primary and secondary.  Year 8s have been learning about online 

safety. Year 9s have been learning about Self Esteem and some 

tips to help you improve your confidence. Year 10s have been 

exploring diversity and realising how Blanche Nevile represents 

quite a range of diversity groups. Year 11s are learning about 

how to manage stress.  

Drama 
Students have enjoyed short freeze 

frames focusing on how to use Roles, 

Relationships and situations to cre-

ate short role plays.  

Cookery 

In Cookery students have been working on 

their presentation skills for mains and  

desserts.  

Mrs Demirci writes: 

Humanities 
In Humanities ELC, Year 10 and 
11 have been learning about 
the Suffragettes.  We have 
watched a film called 
'Suffragette' from 2015, and 
discussed what the Suffragettes 
wanted and their methods for 
achieving it.  We have also 
studied propaganda posters 
and used students' knowledge of graphic design to understand 
how the posters effectively spread the message, "Votes for 
Women". 

Mrs Christian & Ms Donovan write: 
Mission to Mars! 
During this year’s World Space Week, BNS students were involved 
in an epic ‘Mission to Mars’! 
 

Ms Donovan explained the past and the present of exploration to 
Mars and posed the question of the future, will human habitation 
be possible on Mars? “Who would like to live on Mars?” Many 
students and staff answered “YES!” Students asked many  
interesting questions and were captivated by the stories of the 4 
intrepid robots who have travelled to Mars for scientific purposes; 
Opportunity, Curiosity, Perseverance and Ingenuity, each robot 
having it’s own character and job to do. 
 

At the end of the week a Science and Design challenge was set: 

We had learned about the potential for the Moon being a 

‘stopover’ for humans on the journey to Mars and Ms Donovan 

set the challenge for each class to design and make their own 

‘shuttle’ rocket for ‘Moon to Mars’ travel.   

 

 

Using only recycled materials and absolutely excellent team work 

and ingenuity, each class invented and made their rockets and 

presented their exciting ‘Mission to Mars’ proposals in a final  

assembly.  Well done everyone, your ideas, understanding,  

teamwork and inventions were excellent – we look forward to the 

future and to Blanche Nevile School on Mars!   

 

 

Science and Art & Design Departments 
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October Half Term 23rd—27th October 2023 

Staff INSET day  
(students not in school) 

30th October 2023 

Break up for Christmas Friday 22nd December 2023 

Ms Daly writes: 
Textiles  
Here is a selection of photos of some amazing completed work 
done by some of Year 9. They just finished this work off this 
term. Well done all of Year 9! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack Petchey winner Summer 2023  

When Klaudia was in Year 8 she won the 
award for the summer of 2023. Lots of lovely things were said 
about this deserved winner. Here are a few comments:- 
 

Wonderful      
Hard working   

Super kind  
An asset to our school  
They are a good friend  
Always greets everyone 

Friendly  
Well done Klaudia, Year 9! 
 
And finally some great work from Year 7 who have just started 
studying Textiles… 
Students in Year 7 have started to use the sewing machine, iron 
and how to construct a cushion.  
 
 
 
 

Ms Willis writes: 

English 
 

Year 8a & 8b - this half term, students 
have been learning about refugees and 
different reasons why people become 
refugees. Students have read stories 
based on real life experiences from  
children who came to live in England after 
leaving their countries. Students have also learnt about different 
types of refugees in the world and discussing ways to help  
people in crisis.  
 

Year 9b - this half term students been 
introduced their topic Gothic Horror. 
Students have written descriptions of 
the word Gothic and looked at what 
gothic entails. Students have also  
researched a famous Gothic writer 
called Edgar Allen Poe. Students have 
designed their own gothic villain and building and have been 
introduced to key vocabulary for a gothic story they will be 
learning called The Tell Tale Heart.  
 

Year 11a - this half term students have been 
learning about technology and what is  
available to deaf people. Students have been 
continuing to learn Functional Skills activities - 
letter writing and email writing to the City Lit 
and people they know. Keep up the good 
work year 11.  
 

Life Skills - this half term Year 7 students have 
been learning about their new school, how to  
navigate around a new school and learning their 
new teacher’s names.   All students in life skills 
have been learning organisational skills to help 
them manage time. All students in KS3 will continue to learn 
road safety. 
 

Year 11 students have been learning presentations about a topic 

of their choice for an upcoming visit to the JDA after half term.  

Important Dates  

REMINDER 
 

Please send your child into school with spare hearing aid batteries.   

Mrs Antoniwicz & Mr Gathani write:       https://www.ixl.com 

Maths 
 
The Maths Department has had a really great start to the year with Mr Gathani now back full time teaching Maths - welcome back 
Mr Gathani!  

 

Students have been working hard on all their individual pathways and some students in Year 11 and some in Year 9 have begun  
preparing for their exams in March and June 2024.  We are very proud to say that last years’ results for students in Maths were  
excellent with students achieving GCSE, Functional Skills and Entry Level Certificate qualifications.  I am sure that the current Year 11 
will do just as well. 

 

Times tables focus is continuing with students’ reciting their times tables in assembly.  Year 7 are very keen! 

 

All students’ in Blanche Nevile have access to the brilliant IXL Maths online skills practice programme and many also have access to 
‘Mymaths’ and ‘Mathswatch’.   Please encourage your child to spend some time practicing their maths skills and learning their times 
table at home.   

It is time well spent! 


