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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 
 

It has been another busy half term at Blanche 
Nevile Secondary! Our young people have been 
experiencing the best that London has to offer 
with trips to historic landmarks and jaunts to the 
cinema and theatre. In addition to a private screening of 'Name 
Me Lawand', we were able to see a Chickenshed Theatre  
production starring one of our very own students!  
 

Huge thanks goes out to our dedicated staff who work tirelessly to 
organise these special events and ensure our pupils have access, 
and to Jack Petchey and the Friends of Blanche Nevile (and all the 
staff who fundraise - including two half marathon runners this 
term!) to make sure no-one misses out.  
 

We feel very fortunate to have welcomed a diverse group of  
visitors again this term, from visiting primary schools to the NDCS 
to Balfour Beatty - our students are always warm and welcoming 
and speak with great pride about their school - and we are very 
proud of them.  
 

Just a reminder that next term starts with an INSET Day on the 8th 
January, and so we will see you all again on Tuesday 9th January 
for a whole new term.  
 

Wishing everyone a peaceful break and a Happy New Year.  
 

 
Best wishes,  
Helen Taylor, Headteacher 

Mrs Demirci writes: 

Humanities 
In Humanities this half term Year 7 
and 8 enjoyed a festive visit to the 
Tower of London!  
 

We met an authentic Norman  
baron who showed us around the 
castle and told us stories of how the White Tower was built by 
William the Conqueror.  
 

The students asked so many  
fantastic questions, our guide was really impressed!  

Ms Worthington writes:  

On Friday 1st December, Blanche Nevile 
secondary students went to see THE 
TOYMAKERS CHILD at the Chickenshed.   
 
 

A big thank you to the Jack Petchey foundation for paying for 
the tickets so our students could experience a live, integrated 
BSL performance.  It was a great day out!  
 

Ms Donovan writes: 
 
Science 
During this school break, why not take the time to have a look 
around the many museums London has to offer?  
 

So many of them are free and offer lots of activities for both older 
and younger members of the household.  
 

Here are a few recommendations from the Science department:  
 

Free  
Natural History Museum – the dinosaurs are 
always are firm favourite  
 
 
Science Museum – the Space and Pattern Pod 
galleries are popular   
 
 
Cost 
London Zoo and London Aquarium – learn about lots of animals 
that we share this planet with 
at these two venues.  

Ms Wallis writes:  

Year 7 trip to the Tabard Theatre  
On Friday December 8th, Year 7 climbed into the school minibus 

and drove across London to a tiny theatre where we watched a 

performance of ‘The Secret Garden’.   

We know the story well so it was fascinating to see how it could 

be staged. We loved the costumes, the acting and the puppet 

animals who shared the stage with the three main characters: 

Mary, Dickon and Colin. We also loved the message in the story 

that the children are wise and teach the adults how to live!  

Thank you so much to Okan for weaving in and out of the traffic 

and to Ms Worthington and Ms Bissell for their beautiful signing 

on stage. 

 



Return to School Tuesday 9th January 2024 

February Half Term break 12th—16th February 2024 

Ms Daly writes: 
Remembrance Day 
Ms Demirci, Mrs Christian and Ms Daly did an 
assembly and workshop about war and the 
meaning of different poppies.   Here is the  
display of all the students’ work.  
 
 

Skills London 24th November 

Years 10 and 11 went to Skills London at 
EXCEL East London and collected lots of  
information about jobs, colleges and  
universities.  Some students tried a few  
activities.  
 

It was really lovely to see our students having conversations with Oak 

Lodge students at lunchtime. 
 

 

Open days at Blanche Nevile Secondary  
We have had visits form Culloden School,  
Kingsbury Green School and our own Blanche Nevile Primary.   
Whitefields in Waltham Forest Years 5 and 6 also visited. 

 
Look at the lovely tote 
bags they made. 

 

We are looking forward to these students joining us in the  

future. 

NDCS presentation 4th December  
Years 10 and 11 had a presentation from Heather 

Fletcher from the NDCS.   She discussed what Personal  

Independence Payment (PIP) is and how the system 

works.  She then spoke to the Year 11 group about their Educational 

Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) and preparation for post 16.  

It was an excellent event and we all learnt lots of new information.  

 
This huge construction company came to do some workshops with 
Years 9-11.  Balfour Beatty wants to recruit more deaf staff and so it 
was the first time the team had been in a deaf school. They plan to visit 
Oak Lodge later on. We also hope to visit their head office in Canary 
Wharf sometime in 2024.   
 

The company have built University College Hospital in London, the M25, 
The Docklands Light Railway and the new part of Kings Cross Station.  
 

The students learnt about Personal Protection Equipment and tried 
some of the equipment on. They watched a video about the robotic 
dogs used in dangerous buildings or constructions.  
 
They met a deaf apprentice who gave a presentation and the fun  
activity was to build a strong structure using marshmallows and  
spaghetti. 
 
This is what the team emailed me: “Thank you for your warm welcome 
and kind hospitality yesterday, it was an absolute pleasure working with 
the pupils, I hope they all enjoyed the day.” 
  

I know we all certainly took a lot from the day away with us. 
 

We all thought Klaudia, Sana and Priya made the best structure!!!! 

Ms Willis writes: 

English & Life Skills 
 

Year 8a & 8b - this term students completed their 
Unit Award – A Refugee Study.  
Students in 8a have conducted a research in  
Muswell Hill of different types of refugee  
charities that are based in London. 
8b have read the Refugee Boy by Benjamin  

Zephaniah.  Well done Year 8. Keep up the good work! 

Year 9b - this term students have learnt about 
Gothic film making through watching The Tell 
Tale Heart.  Students have also learnt a Gothic 

Poem and have been given the 
opportunity to write their own 
Gothic Story.  Students have 
worked hard this term and all have completed a 
Unit Award ‘Gothic Fiction: The Tell Tale Heart’      

Well done 9b – keep up the good work! 

Year 11a - this term students have discussed 
the impact of social media. Students have been 
working towards a Unit Award The Impact of 
Social Media.  Students have also been working 
on their Speaking and Listening Functional Skills 
at different levels to help them prepare for 
their exams in the coming future.  Keep up the 
good work Year 11!  
 

Life Skills - this half term Years 7, 8 and 9 students have been 
introduced to independent travel Skills.  Students have been 
taught how to navigate using google maps to walk and take  

public transport to specific places of interest.  
All students in Year 7 have completed Unit 
Award Time Management Unit 1.  Well done 
Year 7 Keep up the good work! 
All students in KS3 will continue to learn 
road safety and team work.   Year 11  
students presented their topics at the JDA.  

Well done Year 11! You have worked very hard this term. 

Important Dates  

REMINDER 
 

Please send your child into school with spare hearing aid batteries.   

Mrs Antoniwicz & Mr Gathani write:     

Maths 
This half term in the Maths Department KS4 has focused on 
place value and measurement.  They have focused on preparing 
for their mock exams and tests in the Spring Term. 
 

Students have been continuing to memorize times tables! and 
lots of House Points were given to students who stood up in 
assembly to recite their times tables off by heart. 
 

As usual please keep encouraging your child to say/sign their 
times tables and keep practicing their maths skills on our  
fantastic IXL website  https://www.ixl.com 

 

Wishing you a relaxing winter 
break, and best wishes for 
2024! 
 


